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"Voices of 50 International Students" Project

In 2005, we published the booklet "Voices of 70 Interna-
tional Students" to promote international exchange. In
the 20 years since then, the environment for interna-
tional exchange and support for international students
has changed significantly. The COVID-19 pandemic
has further impacted this, leading to a decrease in in-
ternational students and waning interest in interna-
tional exchange among citizens.

To address the evolving needs of international students,
we have launched the "Voices of 50 International Stu-
dents" project as part of our 25th-anniversary com-
memoration. This project aims to listen to the voices of
many international students, publish booklets, distrib-
ute them to citizens, and hold an exchange discussion
meeting to deepen global understanding.

Expected effects of the project include:

- Effective support activities for international students
based on their actual situation and needs.

- Increased interest in international students among
citizens and opportunities for them to engage in in-
ternational exchange activities.

- Opportunities for registered international students
and Japanese members to experience the rewarding
aspects of volunteer work through manuscript sub-
mission, editing, publishing, and distribution.

Since July, with the cooperation of the district exchange
association staff and Japanese members, more than 60
international students have agreed to contribute to the
project. We are currently editing the booklets and plan
to bind, shelve, and distribute them between November
and December of this year.

We look forward to your continued support and cooperation.

(The Voices of 50 International Students Project Team)

Please Visit RKK Festival 2024

Date: November 23rd (Saturday, Holiday)
Place: Kanagawa Kenmin Center R301
Program

10:00-12:00 Japanese Speech Presentation
12:30-16:30 Culture Exchange

* Please see the page 10 and find a chance to know

Japanese culture and international countries.
* Please scan the left code for more detail.
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Japan between the technology and ancient culture

Lucy Mariel Lopez Quiroga (Bolivia)
Yokohama National University

During the summer, the voluntary RKK group organized a technical,
cultural and historical journey that offered a perfect blend of practical
knowledge and cultural exploration. The trip began at the Waterworks
Memorial Museum, which oversees the water distribution for Yokohama
city. The museum highlights the origins of the water supply, sourced from
lakes around Mount Fuji, which feed into the Sagami River—providing
clean and drinkable water for Kanagawa Prefecture.

The Kanagawa Water and Energy Services play a crucial role in ensuring
the reliable distribution of water to the region's inhabitants, all this effort
1s shown at the Waterworks Memorial Museum which is recognized as one
of the 100 Best Modern Waterworks and is designated as a Civil
Engineering Heritage site, showcasing a century of water system advancements.

The museum features accessible areas for children and individuals with disabilities, making it a
family-friendly destination where visitors can enjoy picnics and spend an entire day immersed in
history and nature.

To complete this amazing journey we went to see the historical and cultural event in Samukawa

Shrine where we can see flowing horse an ancient ceremony from 794 d.c. called Yabusame. This
ancient event correspond to Shinto religion where the samurais went to shrine looking for protection



and asked to Gods fortune, peace and prosperity. Through the years the activity keep all rituals and
characteristics, it was a travel on the history.

To conclude this amazing journey, we visited the historic Samukawa Shrine to witness a captivating
cultural event: Yabusame, an ancient equestrian ceremony dating back to 794 year. This traditional
event is rooted in Shinto beliefs, where samurai would visit the shrine seeking protection and asking
the gods for fortune, peace, and prosperity.

Over the years, Yabusame has preserved its rituals and characteristics, providing a fascinating
glimpse into Japan’s rich history. Attending this ceremony felt like a journey through time,
immersing us in the vibrant traditions of the past.
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RKK FESTIVAL

RKK will hold RKK Festival on 237 Nov. (Holiday) at Kanagawa Kenmin Center. The Japanese Speech Convention by
international students will be held in the morning at Room 301. The Culture Exchange will be held 12:30-16:30 at Room301,
consisting of the following themes:
A) Exhibition of painting, photo, calligraphy, senryu (humorous poem), etc.
B) Workshop of traditional Japanese culture like Calligraphy, children's old game, introduction of foreign languages etc.
C) Introduction of their home countries by international students
We welcome your application of photos, painting, etc., and your home country introduction. Let's enjoy the Japanese Culture
Festival together.

For viewing the leaflet on PC, please visit the URL: http://rkk.world.coocan.jp/pdf/RKK Cultural Festival 2024.pdf

Bad D X A, To International Students

Let’s join one-to-one Japanese language teaching program by volunteers.

H® 45 (Daily Conversation) E'Y 3 X%:i% (Business Conversation)

g, L7R— b DOXEEE (Writing Japanese Theses & Reports)

E/ EHEFE 05 (Reading Newspaper & Books)

HAZERE I 3ER (Japanese Language Proficiency Test)

FLELEE) (Job Hunting/ Entry sheets/Interviews)
Enjoy visiting plants/ laboratories and participating in various cultural exchanges.
Contact : 2 (Tsuda) e-mail sakura tsudakei@yahoo.ne.jp

Website :https://sites.google.com/view/newrkk/
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Friendship Association for International Students and Japanese Volunteers
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