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Relationship and Kindness are the Kings of Peace

The 5t Annual General Meeting Report

The 5% Annual General Meeting was held at
Kanagawa Kenmin Center on Tuesday, May 6,
2014, and 85 members including presence by
proxy attended the meeting. Along with the
activity reports and settlement of accounts for
the year 2013, the activity plans and budget
statements for the year 2014 were discussed
and approved. A change of board members was
also requested, and eight were approved; three
retired, four were newly elected and four were
reappointed.

Under the activity plans this year, we will
continue with our current activities steadily and
implement the following tasks in view of
present situation of international students and
RKK:

+ Recruiting members and setting a goal to be
120 regular members

+ Making a logo of RKK as the 15% anniversary
memorial project

+ Considering what possible assistance can be
provided to international students who are
finding a job or joining a company in Japan

+ Promoting RKK cultural festival actively
With the strained state of RKK’s income and
expenditures, we have established budget which
they are well balanced.

(Translated by Azusa Sugita)
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[ Unbelievable Experience In Jepan ]

June, 2014 Ratna Marlina (Indonesia) #;EE ST K%
Never imagine before T would study and live in Japan. This becomes a reason what a surprise I see through
its culture and life. But notably I savor my life in Japan. It started when I came at the first time in the
morning in the end of September last year; I enjoyed a grilled fish freely. This delicious fish was served in a
festival, which they called Sanma Festival, near my residence. In the
festival people celebrated Sanma and the coming autumn. What a country,
embracing a fish? This thinking brought me a curiosity on next other

matsuri (festivals) such as Sichigosan,
Setsubun, Sakura and Kodomo no hi. The
most interesting part is participants were
enthusiastic although they have the festivals
every year. For me, these remind me to
always embrace my life in good ways as
gratefulness to God.
About Japanese people, I think they are very helpful and welcome to
foreigners. One of unforgettable moments is when I picked up my
colleagues from Narita airport with several luggage, we came by a bazar near a subway station which sold
traditional foods. Suddenly a Japanese man poked my shoulder and gave a sign to me to follow him. Then he
picked up some Danko (? Not too sure about the name, kind of Japanese sweets) and paid them in the cashier
and said “These are for you and welcome to Japan (Yokoso Japan)”. Another interesting part is many
volunteers help foreign students to learn Japanese culture and language. Moreover they are actively having
cultural or plant or interesting place tours. These brighten up my life in Japan.
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Last but not least, I love the cl and neatness i also infrastructure and

transportation system in Japan. Clean environment and air support my health. I guess these conditions do

not coincidently happen; Japanese social-culture and government policy have enormous influence. One proof
is when T had a tour in Kamakura. We had a lunch together at bank of a pond and I started to peel my orange.
Then after we finished eating, my tutor grabbed my orange peelings with a tissue before I realized it and kept
them in her bag until we reached the next station. Another great custom is pet owners always bring special
bag for their dog dirt. So I do not have to worry to take a walk in Japan although many people have pets.
Visiting interesting places also become my targets during my short stay in Japan. Good infrastructure and its

integrated transportation system support wonderful convenience tours. As example, last week I went to
Osaka, Kyoto, Nara and Kobe from Yokohama. I depended on my cellular phone to have navigations and
choose train routes. No need to worry was lost there and tourist locations are also very easy to reach.

Tn a word, T was taken by Japan. This beginning August 2014 will be my last day in Japan. But Japanese
kindness and warmhearted people also its environment and infrastructure system recall me to come back to
Japan someday. Thank you.

Best Regards,

Ratna Marlina

[ Like a dream coming true--- ]

Losita Dewi (Indonesia) fift[H 7 K%

Studying in Japan is one of childhood’s dreams. T have never imagined

before that I could come to this beautiful country. It is just like a
dream coming true, since I am here now in Yokohama, Japan. I came
to Japan in the end of September 2013 to accomplish my master degree
in Linkage Program, University of Indonesia and Yokohama National
University. Living in Japan is not as easy as I think, because I have to
adapt with not only the food, but also the rhythm of life, the seasons,
the culture, and the language, which are very different with my
country. However, I have learned and enjoyed many positive things
from this country.
At the beginning of my stay in Japan, adapting with foods is quite
difficult for me, since I love hot and spicy food. Nevertheless, I enjoy eating sushi, soba, takoyaki,
okonomiyaki, mochi, ramen, ete. Oishikatta ne... I also experience the four seasons in Japan, such as autumn,
winter, spring and summer (hajimete for me). Each season has its own beauty and uniqueness. I love autumn
and spring more than winter. On those two seasons, I traveled to many beautiful places just to see the
attractive orange and red leaves in autumn and to see beautiful sakura
blossoming in spring. Nevertheless, I do not really like winter, except that I
had my first experience playing with snow and making yukidaruma.
Tanoshikatta ne...

In Japan, you have to live the culture in order to fully appreciate and
understand it. T experience the Japanese culture by joining the tea ceremony,
wearing kimono and yukata, enjoying many local activities, visiting the
Japanese folk-house, learning the language, socializing with Japanese people,
and travelling to some places. T love
travelling, that is why I did travelling a
lot along my period of stay in Japan. There are many must-visited places
in Japan. It becomes difficult for me to decide which places that I should
go first, since every place has its special attraction. I have traveled
around Yokohama, Tokyo, Nagoya, Osaka, Nara, Kobe, Kyoto, and
Hiroshima. All places, which I have visited in Japan, gave me many
unforgettable experiences and admiration. Studying in Japan gives me
many opportunities and wonderful experiences. Getting along with
friends and people from various countries is one of the sweet memories that I have. Learning all positive
things about Japan is another nice opportunities that T get. Meeting with lovely Japanese people, Hashiyama
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sensei and her friends, and first time enjoying the classical music concert make my life in Japan becomes
more colorful. Arigatou gozaimasu... A_*

[Tanabah Festival: An Enjoyable and Exceptional Experience }

Murekezi Dominique (Rwanda) #EE I K%

July 5, 2014 will remain a memorable day. On the invitation of RKK we were able to participate in and
enjoy this beautiful and meaningful Tanabata festival. Though it is the same story every year, it seems to be
lmportant event for natlonals and much interesting for foreign people, especially those who are not familiar
with Asian culture. As for myself, I discovered other aspects that
are worth to remember.

Behind the celebration of the annual meeting of the lovers,
Orihime and Hikoboshi and making wishes, I saw a culture of
humility. This is demonstrated by the fact that people get
together irrespective of their difference for the only reason of
pursuing happiness. It shows that people are naturally equal, no

matter how old, wealthy, or originally they are: a reality that is
not always welcomed around the world. Writing dreams and
wishes on “Tanzaku” and tying them to the bamboo trees is (for
me) another proof of humility. Through it I saw the acceptance of powerfulness above human capacity without
which you cannot achieve your aspiration. It also highlights the belief that humankind should not be master,
but part of nature that he must preserve.

Thanks to RKK members, who did all they can to help us enjoying Tanabata festival. Wearing Yukata they
had prepared for us was not only a sign of friendship and the will to serve, but also made ourselves feel deeply
welcomed to enjoy that cultural activity.

JOY of Japanese Summer Festival!
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B4 D S A~ For International Students
K5UF(TORABEARBERHTHE LA !
RKKIETFENDBAEIEE (Japanese Language Tutoring) Z{TH>TVET,

- B%£5E (Daily Conversation) - EUARREE (Business Conversation)

<R, LIR—bOXEEE (Writing Japanese Thesis & Report)

- if WIS DM (Reading Newspaper & Books)
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RKK SEHESE : T245-0008 HEMREIRES 9-1-12-407 FE X
E A —)L : rkk10250ffice@yahoo. co. jp  Tel & Fax: 045-813-8327
R—L~R— : http://homepaged. nifty. com/rkk,

Friendship Association for International Students and Japanese Volunteers
RKK —2—2 4R : RKK LHEAS ESEY BEEE  July 24,2014
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