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Relationship and Kindness are the Kings of Peace

The 8" Annual General Meeting Report

The Annual General Meeting was held at Kanagawa
Kenmin Center on Friday, May 5.

With this year’s slogan ‘Aim for upgrading the quality of
our activities,’ we agreed to promote volunteer activities
that both international students and members can share the
pleasure and happiness by providing detailed support
adapted to needs of students.

1) Support for learning Japanese:

+ We promote one-to-one personal support adapted to cach
student’s circumstances.

- By holding seminars of teaching Japanese, we aim to
increase teaching abilities of members.

2) Cultural and family exchanges:

+ Cultural exchanges are promoted by holding events such
as a cherry blossom party and the Star Festival and going
to musical concerts and art exhibitions.

+ We provide wide-ranging support through exchanges with
students and their families on a family basis.

3) Field trips and factory tours:

* We make excursions to the factories, public facilities,
sightseeing spots and so on four times a year.

* The destination of the tour will be chosen based on the
degree of students” interest and be expanded to the culture
and performing arts field.

4) Learning Chinese:

- Chinese language classes taught by Chinese students open

to both members and non-members of RKK.
5) RKK Festival:

« Following last year, the Japanese speech contest and RKK
cultural festival will be held at the same place on the same
day as all-participating-type event to make more excited.

6) Other plans:
+ Holding various study sessions to support students
- Launch of the 20" anniversary memorial project
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- BREOSHRILRE + Promoting the diversification of students
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(Translated by Azusa Sugita)
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Elie Mclaren (KE) FITURKZRAEXBBEE
I have been overwhelmed by hospitality since I've been in Japan. Through RKK, a Ferris
homestay, and spending time with new friends, I have felt like a guest everywhere I go. People
are always camestly asking if I've been everywhere yet, and if I haven't, they usually offer to go
with me. “4 months is way too short,” says everyone I talk to. I've been “hosted” in Kamakura,
Hakone, Tokyo, and a village in Yamanashi Prefecture called Doshimura. I have also been
invited to visit several people’s homes. Every time, my hosts have generously looked after every

need and made sure I had a good time. One of my hosts in Doshimura said to me as I was
leaving, “The first time you come here, you’re a relative. Next time you come, you're family.” Another striking thing is that in
Japan, after doing something fun with someone they quite often say, “Let’s do this again sometime. When are you free?” and
pull out their calendar, whereas in America people, myself included, usually stop at “Let’s o this again sometime.” This is
something I have taken to heart and will bring back home with me for future practice. Another thing I respect is the art of
making and keeping memories. In my experience, things like birthdays, beginnings and endings have great importance in
Japan. There is no casual “goodbye” or “welcome” — instead, handwritten notes, special events, and thoughtful gifts are
prepared. Both before and during my time here, I have been given photo prints from memories shared with my Japanese
friends — one group of friends even put together a photo album and gave it to me on my birthday. Being unaccustomed to this
level of care and gravity, I was (and still am) blown away and hope to learn from it.Before coming to Japan, I expected
isolation. T knew people who would be nearby while I was here, and had some friends’ contact information in case I needed
anything. “This is okay.” I thought. “I’ll get by.” I'm glad I was wrong.
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The Tanabata festival in Hiratsuka organized by RKK

Munkhtuul Lkhagvasuren  (Mongolia) Hii&[E 3 A%
My name is Munkhtuul. I'm from Mongolia. T
have been studying Graduate school of Yokohama
National University since 2015. I'm interested in
Japanese cultures. The Tanabata festival
originated from the Chinese star festival Qi Xi
which was celebrated in China.  Tanabata
celebrates the meeting of the deities Orihime and
Hikoboshi. According to legend, the Milky Way scparates these lovers, and they

arc allowed to meet only once a year on the seventh day of the seventh lunar month

of the lunisolar calendar. The date of Tanabata varies by region of the country, but the first festivities begin on 7 July of the
Gregorian calendar. The festival was introduced to Japan by the Empress Koken in 755, Large-scale Tanabata festivals are held
in many places in Japan, the most famous of which is held in Sendai from August 5 to August 8. In the Kanto area, the biggest
Tanabata festival is celebrated in Hiratsuka, Kanagawa for a few days around July 7. Large colorful streamers and sasa-kazari,
or bamboo-decoration, can be seen all around. People decorate branches of a cut bamboo with strips of paper, called tanzaku, on
which they write poems or proverbs, and colored threads likewise adorn the bamboo branches.I’m very happy to attend Tanabata
festival in Hiratsuka which is organized by RKK NPO. It was first time Tanabata experience for me and great opportunity to
especially International students for Japanese culture experience. First, we wore nice yukata and went to shrine for praying. We
also had decorated Branches of Bamboo with tanzuku which we write our wishes and we hope wishes come true.Thank you for
arranging this activity and I would like to say we appreciate your great support and kindness behalf of International students who
attend Tanabata festival organized by RKK. I wish all the best for your future endeavors. ( 12 of July, 2017)
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FihiRIh iR RFERTFRFE (Tsukiji Market 18 June 2017)

TE Muykim (Cambodia) H{E

Tt was a rainy day. I went to Tsukiji Market which probably was the biggest fish market in Japan. It is located in Tokyo, and we
can go there by taking a train to Tsukiji Station. It was a small tour arranged by RKK, so the participants were the RKK volunteers
and international students from China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Namibia, and
Cambodia. I have been participating in RKK cvents since I came to Japan last
September for my master degree. RKK has helped many international students to
improve their Japancse language ability, and I also have a RKK Japanese teacher.
My teacher and I meet every Monday and talk about various topics, so that I can
improve my speaking skill. On that day, my Japanese teacher also joined the tour

to Tsukiji Market. She took great care of me and even shared her umbrella with me

when it was raining. Even though it rained, but everyone enjoyed the tour so much.
1 think Tsukiji is not only the tourist attraction spot for foreigner but also for Japanese people. There were so many Japanese
there, and they also enjoyed cating seafood and raw fish. T think it is a really good place to spend weekend with family for those
who like seafood. We really had a good experience seeing the fresh fishes and seafood sold at each food stall, and there are a lot
of local foods as well. Not only fresh fish and seafood, but there are also many products made from fish and seafood that we can
buy as souvenir for family or friends. The RKK organizers have booked some places at a local restaurant for lunch. In the menu,
there are so many kinds of Sashimi which is a bowl of rice with various kinds of raw fishes. Foreigner might find it surprising to
see Japanese people eat raw fish, but it is very common in Japan, and it is one of the most popular Japanese foods in the world.
The Sashimi was offered in set with a small bowl of Miso Soup. Having the hot Miso Soup in such a cold weather was so amazing
because it helped us warm our body. Miso Soup is a kind of traditional Japanese soup. It is very delicious and healthy, and it is
adaily food in Japanese family. A set of Sashimi and Miso Soup cost us 1,000 yen, which is probably 10 USD. This is considered
a fairy reasonable price for Japanese food especially for sashimi. The rain still kept falling after lunch, but that did not stop our
exploration in the Tsukiji area. We went to a Japanese shrine called Tsukiji Honganji. T think the exterior design of the building
was very distinctive from other Japanese temple. It more looks like a huge building with ancient design. The interior design is
very beautiful, and the wall is very shiny because of its gold color. The temple used to hold funeral for many famous politicians,
and it is also a place to hold wedding ceremony as well.

1 really had a good time with RKK voluntecrs and international friends at the Tsukiji Market. I think it was a really good
experience that I could explore the Japanese local market which I rarely see in Japan, and it was a good way to learn more about

Japanese culture as well.
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B2EDE A/ For International Students

Let’s join one-to-one Japanese language supporting program by volunteers.
- B#RE (Daily Conversation)  +E S5 Z&#(Business Conversation)
“ZEH, LR—bOX®@$E# (Writing Japanese Thesis & Report)
“Hib BEEDHEM (Reading Newspaper & Books)
-BAEEEANHEBR (Japanese Language Proficiency Test)
“$iHEH (Job Hunting - Entry sheets/Interviews) =]

Enjoy visiting plants/laboratories and participating in various cultural exchanges.

Contact : 2 (Tsuda) e-mail: sakura_tudakei@ybb.ne.jp
Home Page : http://rkk.world.coocan.jp/

Scan this code for getting application form
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