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Relationship and Kindness are the Kings of Peace

s

Welcome the New Year
Chairman Atsushi Hagiwara

Freed from the restrictions on activities caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic that had lasted for about three years,
the annual RKK Festival was able to be held again, as it was
the year before last. Both the Japanese speech contest and
the cultural festival took on new aspects, and about 60
people participated and enjoyed the festival. In addition, the
"Voices of 50 International Students" project, a commemorative
magazine containing contributions from 60 international
students, was successfully published as part of the RKK 25th
anniversary commemorative project, and the roundtable
discussion between international students and local residents
was also well received as a meaningful event. These activities
are the implementation of this year's key activity goal of
"Let's liven up RKK with everyone's participation!”, and we
are deeply grateful for your cooperation.
"Voices of 50

International Students," we were able to see the changes in

From this commemorative magazine,

the needs for support for international students. In the past,
the main focus was on Japanese language learning support
and introducing Japanese culture, but in recent years, one-
on-one interactions with Japanese members have deepened
the "bonds with

become a source of "emotional support" and "healing." It also

international students" and have also
seems that in addition to home and work, "third places" such
as bookstores with cafes are becoming popular. There is also
a noticeable trend among international students to seek out a
"third place" rather than simply going back and forth between
university and their accommodation.

It seems that the future direction will be for RKK's exchange
activities to become a "third place" for international students.

“ Make the most of your Off-Campus life ”
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Let's go on a social tour
RPd; - BEEZEEE. - BRTAE, - Diet Building, - Metropolitan Police Department
R¥H; 20253 A58 (K) / Mar. 052025 Wed.

sindAH ; 2 898 (H) £7T/ Application Deadline ; Feb.09,2025 Sun.

BHNRIAA - BEHELE ; rsknk0227@gmail.com (k1) :
FFfIE.  http://rkk.world.coocan.jp/ ([npo rkk| TH&RZKA) & TSR
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My first Japan experience
MORETAZAZE FLORES, ELIZAUDE MIGUEL SALAZAR (74 U )

Hello, Japan!

It has been four months since | set foot in this beautiful country, but | am still amazed
by the scenes and sights around here. A couple of years ago, | did not think about
moving to a new country as | was determined to study in the Philippines. | was already
accepted in a university there last year and | planned to defer the start of my master’s

studies for the next semester. But | believe fate brought me here for a reason.

The application process was not that easy though; | had to fly back and forth from my
city to Manila, where the exams and interviews were done. | also had to send and fill out documents and prepare
my research plan. Ah, research — we’ll talk about this in a while. But anyway, | thank God | was qualified here and

| never expected this to happen during that time. As | prepared for the next two years of my life, | started learning
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Japanese. “Z AIZBIZ. TTRTTH, " was one of the first phrases | knew. This continued until arriving in Japan,
which brings us to August 25" — the day which, for the first time, | went abroad.

| remembered the meal served to us on the plane — it was a traditional bento with rice, chicken, fish, vegetables,
and salad. It was a great way of welcoming us here and | was so excited for things to happen. For two weeks we
stayed in Tokyo for orientations and Japanese classes in which we met several friends in the same scholarship
program as ours. We explored the skyscrapers of Shinjuku, the bustling Shibuya scramble crossing, the shrines of
Ueno and Asakusa, and interestingly, a cat café where you can enjoy playing with furry friends while sipping a
cup of coffee.

Time went so fast that we had to go to our respective universities. In our program, | was the only Filipino bound
for Yokohama. However, | was blessed to meet my senpais and batchmates who helped me cope with university
life. One of them even handed over several of his household appliances to my apartment and gave me helpful tips
for my studies. | am also thankful to my Japanese tutor and coordinator who helped me in the moving-in process,
and until now we still meet at the university for a special project.

Soon, the first day of classes came. | was shy at first to talk with other Japanese and international students but
eventually, | had the courage to start a conversation with them. | also met my academic supervisor who gave me
the necessary resources in conceptualizing my research topic. My colleagues in the coastal engineering
laboratory also gave us a warm welcome through food and socialization and are always open if we have any
qguestions or concerns. | admire the hospitality and support of the people in my university.

The environment around the university was also welcoming and pleasant. | like to stroll around with my friends
and appreciate the nature hidden in the middle of sprawling houses and commercial areas. Biking is also an
efficient way for students and even the faculty to get to the campus aside from it being a leisure activity. All
around the campus, you can see clean sidewalks, buildings, and roadways, and are properly maintained thanks to
the university’s maintenance team. The area outside is walkable too as | enjoy passing these roads when | buy
groceries or run some errands.

As happy as it may seem, not everything is a walk in the park. Even though | used to live independently back
home, it still feels different. Sometimes | feel homesick and wonder how my family and friends are doing. | also
need to keep up with my academic requirements since it has been four years that | have not experienced being a
student. Also, | learned how efficient but rigorous their culture is when it comes to research. Every week | should
be able to come up with a progress report but also not everything is handed over to me on a silver spoon. | must
work hard every day to finish my studies and to thrive in this new country that | am in with all smiles and hope for
the future.

But as my friends would say, “Just take it slow”. Maybe | am too much of an overthinker for this. Yes, | need to
prioritize my education here, but it would be pointless if | never even explored this beautiful country in the
process. It's the journey that matters after all. And while we’re at it, | want to write all my thoughts some more. A

book may be too much, but we’ll see. This will be an amazing run.
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- ¥ &% (Daily Conversation)
- BV X455 (Business Conversation)
- ERE. LR— b X EXE (Writing Japanese Theses & Reports)
- EZEZ 5 (Reading Newspaper & Books)
- BAREZEREN S ER (Japanese Language Proficiency Test)
- BiERESE) (Job Hunting « Entry sheets/Interviews)
Enjoy visiting plants/ laboratories and participating in various cultural exchanges.
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Contact : EM(Tsuda) e-mail; sakura_tsudakei@yahoo.co.jp
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Website : https//sites.google./view/newrkk
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